Postcard from a local
getaway: Oiseau Bay
Eco-Landing Resort

ny Jean Cool'Ek

Weve all rewd aboul greal vaca-
lioms o various far-(lung Dol spats,
bt lave you eapetienced some ol
the hidden selaway opporiunines
right in our own backyarl?

(seau Bay Eeo-Landing 15 4
resorl thal combines outdoor
adventure, histaric tourism, and
relazation 1o provide guests with o
memorable eco-friendly expen
cnee

Om Labeur Day weekend. my
Mo and | had the distinet pleas-
re of joming o triends Lary anc
Linda Anderson Jor a weekend al
Ofseau Bay. Moni s 82 vears old
andl lad often heard about “the
Onseau’” - be 1t the Bay, the reson,
or the Rock, Well, this weekend she
cxperienced 1 all.

We armved Saturday afiemoon w
our cumiy accommuelations in e
White Couage. We were just setlled
in when we toured the cdher col-
lages on site Ul combinz anligue
elemenls with modern-day canven-
IERCE,

Newt, we were inviled Ty oor
host Cam Filbom Lo swi i the
wianerlalls, Mot only 1s Cam o won-
derlul gumide, bun the group we were
qotmng melwled Becky Freedman
und her Mmenids.

Were we i areal hands: no mes-
sazes [rom Decky this time, but
wlil a lovely way to connact with
peeple. One young gentleman cven
ran afler our cart o gve my modier
a ower, Chivalry certuinly is m
full zlory with these young people!

Buck i our cozy vottage, Larry
ane] Linda fired up the barbecue 1o
mabke @ chefs delight, Iinner oo
the porch overlooked some guesls
plaving croguet and a sunscl vView
1o rival adl others,

Many laughs and much conversa-
o later, and we were ofl 1w bed
under down ¢omprers. Neat ume |
hope [0 save some encrgy lora
relaxing soak i the antigue tub.

Morming came guickly, and
Lumy, Linda and 1 laced up our hik-

ers (o climb the Oiseau Rock trail,
The ascent wis a challenge (if only
{or e, but 1l was alt worll i
when I plunged inw the re[reshinge
lake am Lop and saw the breathik-
g views ol the Valley,

I can only imagine what 1he fall
leaves would look like from this
vanoage point - il only [ weree an
anist!

Back al the resort, we jumped 1
some kavaks, It was o greal ficst
time ot Lor therm, and we saw i
Dhawik, some ducks and a grea blue
lLievon, as well as a posteard view,

We weren 't back on land for long
when Cam 1aok usto see the
ancienl peroglyphs on the Oiseau
rowk lace, Mo and [ served up a
Greck Teast o cap ol our full day
anel we fell askeep o loon songs.

The neat morming, Moot cnjoye:d
perusing e historie photo atbums
and journals of the ongnud vwner.
a lascinaling American gentlentin
farmer Iy the name of PK Smith,

Larry was given o personal wur
ol the renmains of U hiswone hydeo
generatinn station built on L prop-
ceby i the L94s,

DHEsTINATION

We sumed a renewed sense o
pricke i our arca snd were remind-
wel hat 1 had omee heen a “destina-
ton” where peaple would travel
ereal distances o holiday in our
renownd wildemess,

Haw special it is e we still
Lz the chanee 1o cnpoy this freas-
wre thae was Toumded neacly 100
VOIS AT,

All wao soan 1L was me Lo pack
up. Surc. bright weather wnd great
travelling companions are unbeat-
able. but where elsc in the world
could you find a vacaion spot that
appeals (o all ages from one 1o 827

1w casy wowindershionl sy e
AT SO IMANY TURIT 2uests [T
Canada. the Unied States. and
Furope,

Sume are haoked on the sum-
mer s pleasures of life on the mag-

The Qiseau Creek Falls and beautilul swimn
Quebvee side of the Ottawa River hebween C]
and pruvides visitors wilth s nafural setting [

Deep Riverite Cam HHilborn.

nificent Cruawa River: uthers on
wipler activilics like clinss-counley
shaing. snomwshocing and snowme-
ling in the Laurentian mounliins,
and skating at the basc of Ciseau
Reock; some cyen want o try their
hand in harvestng ice blocks
February afier all, nany of the
sume people come back v the
sunuier wenpey o chilled baveraee
[ram the huistone ice chesis),

You cun el there by the nver
route or by o two-hour dive Brom
Dzcp Raver I's well woril the
tcave], Decause onee vou have been
there vou will be hooked on return-
ing for a family reunion or relaXing
e LAWY,

For those who cannot let pa for
long, vou con siill be connected 0
e outside world throogh the won-
ders of echnology.

If you irnd tis rendition leed 1o
belicve, check oul Lhe welisus
W Dlseau by eSO rt oo

Thanks 1o our host Cam and 1o
our Jantastic fAends Linda and
Larmy for such a memorable time!
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