
"l made the resolve never again to spend an enfire year
shut up in an office.',
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P,K.'s ncn unloading cons brought rrom poini au Bapi6nc
(ltackround: Otd brrnsrhrl bu.nrjn 1974)
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and thde was ! tot of
ftainc cominq tioD Chalk Riyer
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fr_;i ;;";;;;;;;j.":;"r. so he courd drive his
chd".d i, blm c o"n n t3c5 boat rigbt lo lhe back
The Brysons were notorious tun- door.
ber barons from Quebcc. Aner
logeinC rhe p-operJ. rl'c BD.or. irE,,o. rle \a.nl drcuo wtr
rosr r r reo  I  o  q rnLc l  JJne!  pK.  ro ,no  r , reprJ .e .  pK t
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!0 .  pLm 1e rceuhr io  dd ,  e
mve dy mrofralron on made an ofcr Thal\ how it was

Rr: Pieft llildet and An.lftfl M*ak
purchased: for about 5 dolla^ an
acre, ercept fiey thoughl that
theE weE 500 acres. PK. bought
the proledy frcm Ladouccnr for
one dolltu and a lam on the
Onrario sid€ for Ladouccur ro Ii!€

An co ntinted to.les cri be
the pianeer fun AhiD, PK. Shith,
dhd his siqnilicance ta ta".tt

The iwo buildiDss hcre
before PK. wcre in very bad
shape. PK. jocked up thc bam to
dig a foundarion under ii. He lscd
tne los house as a garden shed for
a couple tea6 bfi aner bu ilding a

The nlsl thing rbat he builr
was the River Cabin in l9t 7 tud
thcn lhe Farmhouse in 1923. He
used a hose ed a drag-scoop to
dig a basemmt and concEre
lbund*ion. In 1945 he buitt the
white Coftage, also witb a basc-
ment ffd rblndarion. P.K..s om
buildin8, rhe Lodsc, vas srfed
in 1925 and frnhhed in 1926.
They had a slwnitl heie, pmduc-
idg lunber for conslrucdon, and
loss sqMled on tlree sides for
the walls. He actually dus a canal
so he couu dnve his boat.ighl to
tbe back dooroflhe Lodgc. The
canal nlled il ovd rhe yca$, but
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A big &y fo. PK vith the inrirllrtion of lhe wrrer wheel lo power
Obe,u BrY

lraces ofit aE still vhible.
PK. hircd Sam.nd Em.

Hehncr from Alicc in | 924 at

Famhonse was buill. San
Dovedhis fdily i. Hewas the

yeaFround for about 25 yca6.
puttins up fences and bans,
building rcads ud bridges,

gencrally n,imai.ing the
proPeny. Then childie. boarded
in Chalk Riler durins school and
cane over on weekends and

ln the50s,PK. 's
workes u*d the old gaBee as a
Norkshop, whicn inclnded a
blacksmiih shop and fo€c. Thc
workshop was cquippcd with
hand rools as well as a sbiodary

powered a driveshaftsnd pulleys
lo oPerst€ a labl€ saw, planer snd

PL also pldt€d nont
lr€cs on thc shorclinc. Thcy Ncrc
mainly poplrs. They €only 75
yea6 oldblt they'r very ull
now. Theyle not nalive poplas;
he brought then in fiod Ohio.

huhtt b! rea.lihg PK.t diary
As "ote.l in hi: aiar!. "I

had been thinking lbr sevenl
yeds how nice n would be ifwe
could build r dan and power
plmt at the creek. This wss an
undertaking I hddly dded to
tactle, however. this year I nnal
ly deided to hy. I hird svenl
tems ed den Eod Shed. ir
May, md started a difi nll acnss
the valley.. . Bt the laner p.rt of
Augusl we h3d all of ii donc.
which could be pnt in until we
had lh€ condeie dai.ing ivalls
ar lhe CEek built. -eK.Smilh,
1935

The t2'lbot hiqh .lan
t@k three ye^ to build nd ,
took ar additianal three tears to
canslruct connol dans upslrean.

"Fi.ally aner thrte yea$
work qe tumed the vater on lhe
wheel md everrahins Norked
perfectly. This $as on May 20.

Brildibg the drd, 3pring of
1936

1938, a Ed leter day in lhe

- PK. Snith,1938

extending liom our conage to the
sate on tne flune, so thal I could
Esulate the flow ofwater on the
sheel from the cott se and the
plant work€d satisfadorily
pumping watEr rd turnhning
lieht for eietteen yea6." - PK.

I" the La.lge, Cdh
shawe.l u! ho* PK. operate.! the

.1...... 4.1 ]2 d, to,t?J
Theore r f l ow  chu .e !  f o r  rhe  d !n ,  l heonh  

_  - - - . -  
: _ , - .

remnrnrssrill vhible to lhL dry



dan vith d han.l erankltun his

lrom PK. s bedr@n, he
could onrrol the waier flow to
th€ gencrator Therc tas a cnnk
dd a line Coing out lo the t!r-
bine. When he tnmcd the crank. n

with no caretaker, th€
buildings werc robbed

rd vandalized

collapsed in the 1950b,wha a
sud.te" retease ofiatetfar tas
dtiing apdatio6 upsnem
Ioaded the w4zt. The l6t utry
ih PK. Snitht diaty is date.l

We lemed that Cant
lather and tuo oth* fMjties, the
Milets and ke Melriks, had pur-
chas..l the lbm fun the srilh

The ihE Deep turd
families used th€ fam for fdnily
holidats, borh wint€r and sun-
mer San and Ema EliEd vhen
PK. left bul lh€ sniih's qr€tak-
er, Canille Bouch€r, siayed on
for seveal y.d and liv€d with
hh wife tedjound in tho
lomhous. Over 1ine. 6 cnil
dren srw up, the Milleys fisi
ther lhe Melvins, sold out to ny
fathar Then, with no c&elaka,
the buildings weE obbed dd
landalized. Therc were, Iron
what I've hedd, sone uazins
an and all hinds of mliques
including a wind up gBnophone,
relephones, a pedal orean and e
oil painting by Catherine de Gr€y.
Many wondertul old anif&ts
were slolen. That's shen dre
pl@ wenl downhill. Ir didnlsel
used any more uodl the Ldoche

Coliagc, the Lodge md the
garage got fixed uP ed msed,
but t]le Famhouse md tuver
Cabin iemained in a decrepit

Retuctmt ar JiBt, cdh
enderl ,p ldking over navEe-

It w!sn1 until I 997 ihat I
begd Estori.g the olhd bnild-
ings ed Bedins fieh into sbape.
Gmld Nadeau. a prcvious
TAMARACKhte wee,
dcouraged me and helped. H€
gr* !p oh d fam on the ontario
side oflhe river, before the Isnd
*as ta.ken over by Alonic Ener$,
ofCanada. Ohe day hc brought
ne over lft and menrioned that
wih a lirtle bit of work I could
pEseNe the plde. A.d fbn
tneE I sn oftool ihe bull by the
boms and did alothoBthaniust

Dting atisit, Cm
s@e us a gi.led tour ofthe

Along the Onasa Riler
lhe prcperty extends ftom thc
cr.ek ro an old pierpast the River
Cabin. Nov nosl of the buildincs
have sold power but we aho
bave eleclrical eenerator backup.
Wald lion a naMl spring is

noved *Eter ei$er onto $e
wlEel or oflhe whcel So wher
he wert to bed he'd shur rhc
whole cmp down and mybody
who didnl {ant to go to bed
would have to light up an oil
lamp. Nol only did ttle dan pro-
vide electriciry, it las connecred
to a htdnulic ram. a Markable
device used for punpins {ater
on nady of the edly fams in

E|en ajd sru6sf,n!
buildinE the dan, PK. i6 stil
not satislE.l with the landt .lewl-
opnent His diary dplains so4e
o! his other plans includiry a
ehht ttdn 10 1bd6 the water

''ln the sunner il was hot
md dry End lhe cEek was so low
in Auglst dat we did .ol have
enough warer lo run the light
plmt. It was lho I decided lo

''I had ordeEd a lsrge
punp to install in lhe power
houe dd a quantiiy ofpip. to
put i. a sprinklq systen on the
lol lying beiween the coftage &d
fie lamhoue. Thn lot h.d
alrats been a w€ed patch md I
hoped, ifwegotwarcron it we

P,K. Sni$. 1943
can told us that the .tan

Th. F rmhouee
fmily ftoE Fon Coulong€ took
old 6 cat5te6 @d txed uP
two of the buildincs. The whire

pumped to an dderground cis-
ten !p the hill. The gravity sys-
tem Prcvides Elialle pEssurc
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and cold spring water all fie
tlme s1.cc thc sprina never
fre/rs, the cisr$n can be
pumped rhroughout the w inte(
and wa&r 6 then plpeduDder
gound to the colrlge and

Startrlqfuh the Easl
'tdtolthe.hu, he shored $
PK t bril.*hE, ke Lo.lg..

The Lodge is not wnler
izedi it's 6ed only in rhc sun-
ncr and now n s inexcellent
slapc. Large grcups hale used a
and rhey jlst lovc it because
upstain isjusL wide opcn. It's
tullofbeds up lhe€ and tncre
arc hro on the main llooi The
Lodee alsohas a large scEened

Can toak rt amss the

.liel.l raialds u ald anealory
btil.lihg.leep in the bush

This rustic building$as
lhc original cottase used by PK
Smith and his family. With a
iagnincent vicw ovcrlooking
dre bdt, il wasbrill in l9l? and
used by rhe lamilt nnril thc
Lodge was blih in 1926.
Because ofits historical si8nifi-
cance I inrend to resLorc it norc
or less asitwas in the early days.

Upan otr /e.m back to
thefel.l ie visned PK \ old

There are tbur bedrconrs
upslairs, each with accdaFlined
closcl.I fixed all the *alh xnd
rcnnished lhe floos and the
stcps. The cast non badrub k

original but I Eplaced aU lhe
plumbing and.ow it s beautiful.
Peoplc thoueht lwas cmzy for
p!fiinc that rhi.8 on Dy boal to
bring il acoss Lhc rirer for rcfin-
hhing T\o guys colld barcly
lift it. We Eally sruggledgerLing
rhat through rhe door and onto

It's kind of tongh taking
care ofthe land and buildings.
You do your best but Morher
Naturc isnl alvays cooFrative,
You lry lo rcspcct her as much as
you ca! and sometlnes you $rnl
to do ajob but sbe sars- No,
you had bcncr do somethingelse

,1s |l1e stn beEar tu nide
.t tt rie\t ol th. rzstm sd. re
headeLl h.he ahd pa,sed 10
rcJtect an the !.r'" atd ftndft-
oble Pionee. PK. st"ith kte leJl
Can to lonLler.ltittz prcjdts al
this it\.l1it til.J.nle!s fts.rt PK
torl.l be ple^a.l |i1h lhe PI.P-

l:.r ,iore infarnalioD
ahod n1e Oiseau Bir Resort, the
veb poge i\ \rnv..iseatbqrc
sotr.con, anl cuh.ah be con-
locted ria teleph.n. at 613 639

9727 The wh \i1e ..htaihs
not" hktoric piclr'?s o1the

A. Ovd Findletcook stole in
in ihe F.rmhouse help6 to

$ftn iis interior

Famhousc Wc aho use the
rvakr l'r firc prclcction. The
rnsuEncc .ompa.y askcd mc
hon far I \'as lrom r lirc dcp.rt
nrent. t said. Amilc .Thcy said,
''Oh, okay, *ell rhal sho!ldn tbc
aproblem WheE aE you?-
'Ju$ acrcss $e rivei , I .eplied.
Th.y said. You can lbe sen
otrs".I said. well. it\ a nile
arvay,l-m not lyiDg to you .

/1k. thring aur rbit wa
staPPerl dt k. rdc'falls ulanE
Aneau C,tek. '.tb cotl.l hear the
Jalls lans het z \e cotl.l sce
than dnd k,er th4; \erc goirg

Ar rhe snting arca durins
dre sumne.lhe war- lcvelis
lo$ and you .!n clinbundcrthe
falhlohale d1e \vatr cone
down oD your brck tnd shoul-
dcr. Tne pool belo$ rhe toivcF
ing f.lls ofcs simming in .nd Pierre in frotrt oflhe
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